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PRUITT WANTS CAR RULES EABED: bEnvironmenial Protaction Agency (EPA) head Soolt Pruitt is
out with his long-awaited review of the Obama administration's gresnhouse gas rules for cars,

The biy fakegwsay The rules Tor mode! vears 2022 through 2025, which were writian way backin
2012 nesd {0 be iakan down & Taw nolehes, Fruit concludad,

Yhile the actual 38-page detarmination gals o some argumeants (mainly nspired by aulomakers
whio sent iy comments), Pruits Monday aftermnoon statement is mostly about the process ~
carticularly the Obama administration declaration, days before Prasident Trump's inauguration, that
e rudes can stay n place,

"The Obama administration's determination was wrong,” Pruitt said.

"Ohama's EPA out the Midlerm Evaluation process short with politically charged expediency, mads
assumptions about the standards that didn't comport with realily, and set the standards too high,” he
sagd,

Progit aiso ook 2 shot 8t Calformia, the nation-sized siale on the ol coast that can sat s own oar
standards, but that Ghama negoliated with o get the current rules. He says, again, that Obama

botched the process.

"Cooperative federalism dossnt mean that one state can dictate standards for the rest of the
country,” he sad "EFA will set a national standard for greenhiouss gas amissions that allows auto
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manufacturars o make cars that peopie both want and can afford - while st sxpanding
asnvironmeanial and safely bensfils of newer cars”

Read more.

Going back fo Cali strictly for the weather California leaders were none oo happy aboud Pruiil's
decision, pledging both o fight it and o stay the course with the rules through 2025,

“This 8 a politically motivatad effort to weaken olean vehicle standards with no documentation,
avidence or law to back up that dacision,” Mary Nichols, chairwoman of the Califomis Ay Resowces
Board (CAREB) said in a statement.

“This s not a technical assessmant, i 8 & move o damolish the nation's clean car program. EPA's
action, I implementad, will worsen people’s health with degraded air quslily and underming reguilatory
certainty for automakers”

California Attormey General Xavier Becerra (D) said Prusts declaration Monday "risks our ability 1o
orotect our children's health, tackle ciimate changs, and save hardworking Americans money.”

Bacarra said he and CARE wers still reviewing the EPA's aclion bul he is "ready 1o file sult if needed
o protact these oritica! standards ™

Read more.

The fine prnt: The S8-page final determination from Frutt cites a few big arguments for the
conclusion, such as technology hasn't developed at the expecited pace, fusl prices arg lower than the
Chama administration thought they would be (30 people want to buy Digger cars), an allusion to
"potantial concems related 1o automobiie sately” and cosis 1o consumers, "espacially low-mooms
cOnsumars.”

Hroatt s also caling into question the sconomic ustifications for the rules, ke the mpast of climale
changs. "Loonomic inpuis such as the social cost of carbon, the rebound effect, and energy sscurity
valuation should also be updated 10 be consistent with the Herature and empirical svidence,” he
WIHas,

Read it for yourself.

Why you should care: The car greenhouse gas rules were one of the most significant actions Gbama
ook o fight cimate changs, owing 10 fransportation’s place as ong of the DIgoest amissions sources,
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When the ruies oovering 2012 rough 2025 came ot the EFA astimaled s § hilionton aut o
greanhouse gas emissions from the cars produced inthat time,

O the other hand, the standards’ detractors say they added big costs o cars. The National Auto
Dealers Association, for ons, said they'd add §3,000 {0 the cost of a new mods! year 2085 car,

What's naxi Prustt s sxpeciad o o the action Tussday at & Washington-area auto dealership
avent. The prass has, thus far, not been invited,

Monday's action dossmt, in and of dself, changs anvthing.

I order (o change the course for the standards through 2025, Prugtt would have [0 go through the full
rulsmaking process,

He said Monday that he would do ust that, in concert with the Department of Transportation's
National Highway Traffic Safely Administralion (NHTEA), which is responsible for fusl sfficiency
standards {(in the past, they've been operated as oneg program, sincs the best way o reducs g car's
greenhiouse gas emissions s o increase its efficiency).

At some point, EFA and NHTSA will likely put out a proposal to changs the rules. They'l then open
that up for publio commant, hold hearings § necessary, analves the comments and then meks the
changes final,

After that, expact awsuils from environmentalists and Democratic siates.

Separately, Pruith still needs to decide i he't iry 1o revoke California’s walver. That would almost
certainly spur its own litigation.

MORE TRUMP V. CALIFORNIA: In case the EPA car standards naws sn'l enough Trump versus
Califormia news for the day, the Justice Department sued the Golden Blate over a law that sesks to
restriol federal land transfars,

California’s lsgisisture passed the law out of Tears that the Trump administration would sell big swaths
of federal land ke national parks or forests o industries ke of and natural gas drlling.

But Attorney General Joff Sessions says s an unconstitutional restriction on the federal
government's powers, He asked a federal court in Sacramento to block its implementation Monday.

"The Constitution empowers the fedaral government - not stale legislalwres - to decide when and
how federal lands are sold,” he said "California was admitted (o the Union upon the axpress
condition that twould never interfers with the disposal of federal land”

Becerra sald California won't back down,
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"California didn't become our nation's aconomic anging and the sixth-largest aconomy in the world by
iust sitling back. We blaze trails, we innovate, and we engage in smart stewardship of our precious
pubdic lands, CGur public lands should not be on the auction block to the highest bidder" he saidin a
statement, "We're prepared, as always, 1o do what i takes (o protact ow peopls, ow resources, and
our values”

Read more.

THE LATEST ON PRUITTS CONDO:

House Dems want answears, Democratic leaders in the House Energy and Commerce Commities
sent a letler to Frugtt Monday asking numerous questions about the revelations last weelk that he
rented an apartment last vear from & iobbyist with energy clients.

Ranking Member Frank Pallons (LD-NLLY and Reps. Diana DeGelle (-Colo ) and Pauwl Tonko (D
MUY want their answers by Apni 18, 8 wael before Fruilt is dus o testify at ther commitiss,

"Wea are concarmad that the unique rental arangemaent, in which vou only paid rent on the nights you
wera 1 town for use of one bedroom in the home, could be & potantial conflict of intersest” they wrots,
“As admirustrator, vou have taken a number of achons 0 benefitt indusiries requiated by EFA, and
this news raises the possibity that you may have personally benefited from your relationship with
mausing

Askad about the Democrats’ letter, EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox refarred back to what he has
oreviousty said about Pruitts living arrangemaent,

“As EMA carser ethics officials stated in & meamo, Administrator Pruitt’s housing arrangement for both
nimasell and family was not 8 gift and the lsase was consistent with federa! ethics reguiations” he
said, referning to a late Friday mamao by EPA elhics counssl Kevin Minol that retroactively approved
the rental

Read the letter.

Chrstopher Ruddy thinks Prudtt's job is safe Newsmax CEQ and Trump Triend Christopher Ruddy
s overly concermned about Frutts future in the admipustration,

The prasdent looks very holistically at their whols ob performance and think he'll apply that same
formuda to Scott Pruil,” Ruddy told ABC News, adding that Trump s not "going o throw somebody

overboard st bacause therg's one ssus”

Huddy s known o spesi frequently with Trump, especiaily at the president’s Mar-a-Lago resort in
Flords, whers Trump was his past waekend.
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Last weskand, before Velerans Affairs Seorstary David Shulkin was pushed out, Ruddy told ABO's
This Weelk” that Trump told him he 8 "expecting {0 make one or two major changes o hig
government very soon,” and that he had heard slsewhere that Shullkdn was in dangsr

ICYMI Chris Christis is far less oplimistic; Former New Jersey governor and Trump transition head
Chris Christie said Sunday that he fears Prudlt is toast

U don't Know how vou survive this ons. Ang § he has o go, #'s because he never should have baen
thers i the first place,” Christie said on "This Waaek "

Read more.

U5, STEEL GETS $800,000 FINE FOR INDIANA SPILL: EPA has come {0 a settlemeant with the
LS. Steel Corporstion for alleged violations of the Clean Water Act following an Aprll 2017 spill of
wastewster containing hexavalent chromium into waterways that lead directly to Lake Michigan, As
part of the agreemeant, the company will pay a $600,000 civil penally to EPA and the National Park
Service. The company also agress 1o ake measuras o improve 8 wastewaler monitoring system at
ds steel manufaciurer and Tinishing plants (o be batler squippead 1o notify authorities of spills.

The setlement follows data that he EFA 8 bringing Tewer lawsuils against polluters and sattiing for
lower amounts than the previous administration, EFPA and the Depariment of Justice recently
announced naw policies © work with poliuters {0 come 10 agresments ouisids of the courtroom.

Raad that story here.

QUTSIDE THE BELTWAY.

The Court of Appeals for the Ninth Ciroult ruled that the Army Corps of Enginsers must spill mors
water over cartain Columbia and Snake river dams to protect salmon and stesihead, the Associated
Frass reports.

A new law In Kentucky will prevent federally certified radiclogists from analvaing x-rayvs o make a
olack lung diagnosis, leaving the process up mostly 1o doctors hired by minmg companias,

NP reports. l

Sparky, a bison on a national wildife refuge In lowa who survived a lightning strke in 2013, disd last
weak, WHO TV reports.

IN CASE YOU MISBEDIT:

Chack out stories from Monday and the weskend
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~California to fight Trump's ‘politically motivated' car standards plan
~Trump administration sues California over state bilf on land rights

~Trump administration says Obama EPA car rules should be eased

~Nuclear and cosl energy company files for bankruptcy

-Foll Americans’ concermns about energy near record lows

~Christie on Pruitt controversy: 't daon't know how vou survive this ong’
~Dem lawmaker urges Trump to fire Pruitt

-Honda sxacutive: EPA's relaxed car efficiency standards plan nol ‘sensible’

Flease send tps and commaents o Timothy Cama, tcama@thehill.com, and Miranda Greean,
mgreen@thehill.com. Follow us on Twitter: @ Timothy Cama, @mirandacgreen, @thehill

Did a friend forward you this email?
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